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From:                              CPC.PotreroPowerStation <CPC.PotreroPowerStation@sfgov.org>
Sent:                               Tuesday, November 20, 2018 5:23 PM
To:                                   Coates‐Maldoon, Rebecca@BCDC
Cc:                                   Compliance, PPS (ECN); TheStack
Subject:                          RE: Potrero Power Station DEIR Clarifications
 
Your comments were received and added to the administrative record.
 
Rachel Schuett, Senior Planner
Environmental/Transportation Team, Environmental Planning Division
San Francisco Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 San Francisco, CA 94103
Direct: 415.575.9030| www.sfplanning.org
San Francisco Property Information Map
 
 

From: Coates‐Maldoon, Rebecca@BCDC <rebecca.coates‐maldoon@bcdc.ca.gov> 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2018 4:29 PM
To: CPC.PotreroPowerStation <CPC.PotreroPowerStation@sfgov.org>
Subject: Potrero Power Station DEIR Clarifications
 

 

Dear Ms. Schuett,
 
Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on the DEIR for the Potrero Power Station Mixed‐Use Development
Project (State Clearinghouse No. 2017112005). While we are not submitting a more detailed comment letter, BCDC staff have
the following clarifications based on our preliminary review of the DEIR. Please note that these clarifications are not
comprehensive comments on the project, and additional information will be needed as the project moves through BCDC’s
permitting process to determine if the project is consistent with BCDC’s laws and policies.
 

1. Project Components Within BCDC Jurisdiction. In Section 3.C.2, the DEIR describes the project as partially occurring
within BCDC’s 100‐foot shoreline band jurisdiction. Please note that some portions of the project, including the
proposed recreational dock and shoreline protection, appear to be located within BCDC’s Bay jurisdiction, and are
therefore subject to the laws and policies that apply to work in this jurisdiction.

2. Sea Level Rise. The Ocean Protection Council and California Natural Resources Agency released a State of California Sea
Level Rise Guidance document earlier this year, which provides guidance on sea level rise risk analysis and planning
based on probabilistic projections. It would be helpful to include information based on this Guidance as part of the
discussion in Section 2.E.10, to understand how the proposed improvements to address sea level rise relate to the
Guidance. Additionally, please note that BCDC will evaluate the proposed project for consistency with our laws and
policies through the permitting process, including as they pertain to sea level rise. The San Francisco Bay Plan Climate
Change policies state, in part, that “when planning shoreline areas or designing larger shoreline projects, a risk
assessment should be prepared…” and that “…within areas that a risk assessment determines are vulnerable to future
shoreline flooding that threatens public safety, all projects…should be designed to be resilient to a mid‐century sea
level rise projection. If it is likely the project will remain in place longer than mid‐century, an adaptive management plan
should be developed to address the long‐term impacts that will arise based on a risk assessment using the best available
science‐based projection for sea level rise at the end of the century.” The Bay Plan Public Access policies also state, in
part, “[p]ublic access should be sited, designed, managed and maintained to avoid significant adverse impacts from sea
level rise and shoreline flooding” and that “[a]ny public access provided as a condition of development should either be
required to remain viable in the event of future sea level rise or flooding, or equivalent access consistent with the
project should be provided nearby.”

3. Bay Fill Clarification. Please provide clarification on the amount of bay fill associated with the proposed dock and related
components, which is described as “a new 80‐foot long and 3‐foot wide floating dock” on page 4.I‐53. These are the

http://www.sfplanning.org/
http://propertymap.sfplanning.org/


dimensions of the gangway described on page 2‐45, and the dock there is described as being 120 feet by 15 feet.
4. Temporary Events. Page 2‐22 of the DEIR states that “Temporary events would be allowed in all open spaces on site.

Events could include movie nights in the park, farmers markets, fairs, performances, food trucks, block parties, and
weddings, any of which would be allowed in all open space areas.” Please note that the baseline for public access areas
required by BCDC as a condition of development is that those areas would be made available for public use at all times.
Requests for special events or reasonable rules and restrictions on public access would need to be evaluated through
the BCDC permitting process.

 
Thank you,
 
Rebecca Coates‐Maldoon
Principal Permit Analyst
San Francisco Bay Conservation & Development Commission
455 Golden Gate Ave., Suite 10600
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 352‐3634
RCoates‐Maldoon@bcdc.ca.gov
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